
SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

LOCAL COMMITTEE (REIGATE & BANSTEAD)

DATE: 2 MARCH 2020

LEAD OFFICER: JESS EDMUNDSON, PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE OFFICER

SUBJECT: QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF PUBLIC 

DIVISION: ALL

1. Question from Mr Tom Wright:

As Reigate town centre has more traffic & worse air pollution than Farnham and has been an 
AQMA for over 12 years why doesn’t the town have a similar commitment from Tim Oliver to 
generating and implementing a masterplan to reduce traffic and improve air quality in the 
borough? Why is Reigate being left behind when it comes to air pollution?

Response:

Based on monitoring data from 2018 (the latest available data) the highest measured 
nitrogen dioxide concentration in Farnham is around 38.9 µg m-3, this compares to the 
highest measured concentration within the Reigate AQMA of 36 µg m-3 over the same 
period. The annual average legal limit value is 40 µg m-3, so it is unclear where the 
statement Reigate has ‘worse’ air pollution has come from.

Since the declaration of the AQMA the council has undertaken various measures aimed at 
improving air quality, starting in 2008 with work on signal timings and the pedestrian 
crossings. At present much of the work is focused on electric vehicles, and it is worth noting 
that Reigate (along with Elmbridge) were the first local authorities in Surrey to introduce 
rapid electric vehicle charging back in 2015.

The graph below shows the overall trend in nitrogen dioxide pollution on Reigate High Street 
to 2018 based on the worst-case receptor (note the year to year variations are driven 
primarily by the prevailing weather conditions):
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2. Question from Mr Tom Wright:

Isn’t it time that Reigate LC wrote to both SCC’s Cabinet & Reigate’s MP, Crispin Blunt 
urging them to use all their influence to get the J8 work suspended until Highways England 
and SCC can come up with a masterplan to guarantee that the air quality in Reigate’s 
AQMAs does not further deteriorate. Don’t your constituents deserve to not be poisoned 
while visiting the High Street?

Response:

The Reigate & Banstead Local Committee and Surrey County Council have been readily 
engaged with Highways England on the Junction 8 scheme throughout the process. The 
latest information about the scheme can be found in the committee’s highways update 
report, on the Highways England website or in one of the updates circulated by your local 
divisional member.

3. Question from Sophia Oliver:

Please could you set out the specific actions Reigate and Banstead and Surrey Councils are 
taking to protect public health, particularly for children, by:

- reducing vehicle emissions in Reigate;
- creating safer streets for children to walk and cycle along to school;
- providing the infrastructure for active travel solutions; and,
- encouraging and supporting the community to switch to less polluting travel options.

Response:

Reducing vehicle emissions in Reigate

Air pollution can have an impact on public health and impinges on the lives of people who 
already suffer from breathing problems. Consequently, a series of objective limit values have 
been set by Central Government and the European Union for a range of pollutants and 
Council’s across the country review their air quality against these limits, including Reigate & 
Banstead Borough Council. 

The Borough Council has been engaged in a phased review process to identify the most 
significant pollutants in the air locally, and the areas where they are most prevalent.

In Reigate & Banstead air pollution in most areas of the borough are well below the 
Government limits for all pollutants. However, the pollutant identified as a potential problem 
in certain areas of the borough is Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and following computer modelling 
and subsequent monitoring the Borough Council has nine Air Quality Management Areas 
(AQMAs) which can be found on Reigate & Banstead website using the following link;

http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/downloads/file/1567/aqma_order_1_and_map_pdf

AQMAs can also be viewed on the surrey interactive map using the following link;

http://maps.surreycc.gov.uk/maps/viewer.asp.

Information about air quality and pollutions levels in the borough, and what Reigate & 
Banstead Borough Council are doing to improve air quality locally can be found on Reigate & 
Banstead’s Borough Council website using the following link;

http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/info/20333/air_quality/423/air_quality
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One of the strategies within Surrey’s Transport Plan is the Air Quality Strategy, the Air 
Quality Strategy is available on Surrey County Council’s website here;

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/90254/Air-Quality-Strat-15th-
Update-rebranded.pdf

This strategy highlights that road traffic is one of the main contributors to air pollution in 
Surrey’s AQMAs, therefore the aim of the Air Quality Strategy is to improve air quality in 
Surrey’s borough and districts in order to reduce the number of AQMAs. 

The objectives of this strategy are as follows;

Objectives: 

1. Working with the accountable borough or district council for each designated AQMA, to 
incorporate physical transport measures in the borough or district council’s Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan, agree options for the enforcement of existing regulations and agree options 
for supporting smarter travel choices, for future implementation as and when funding 
becomes available, in order to reduce air pollution from road traffic sources; 
2. To provide assistance to the borough and district councils in producing their review and 
assessment reports, and Action Plan progress reports; and, 
3. To consider air quality impacts when identifying and assessing transport measures in 
Surrey. 

Reigate & Banstead Borough Council’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan can be found on Reigate 
& Banstead website at the following location;

http://www.reigate-
banstead.gov.uk/info/20088/planning_policy/22/evidence_and_research_for_planning_polici
es/5

Creating safer streets for children to walk and cycle along to school

Road safety, anti-social driving, obstructive parking, congestion and poor air quality are a 
prime concern of parents/carers on the school journey. It is also a prime concern for 
residents living near to schools. The county council’s Road Safety and Active Travel Team 
offer a range of services to schools to encourage sustainable travel and improve road safety 
knowledge and skills. This is summarised in Annex 1 and more detailed information on each 
activity can be found on the council’s website via the following link: 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/teachers-and-education-staff/road-safety-
and-sustainable-travel-for-schools

School road safety is a frequently expressed concern, due to the high number of children 
that are driven to school, roads are particularly busy at drop off and pick up times especially 
in the immediate vicinity of schools. Surrey County Council has therefore developed a policy 
which describes the process that will be used for investigating and responding to concerns 
about school road safety. Part of this process is to undertake a Road Safety Outside Schools 
assessment. This is a procedure to assess the road safety situation outside, and on the 
approaches to schools in response to concerns expressed by the school community or local 
residents. The policy that describes the process can be viewed on the council’s website via 
the following link:

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/road-safety/outside-schools

The process involves site visits by a multidisciplinary team including road safety, highways, 
parking and police specialists to consider what infrastructure improvements might be 
feasible to support more walking, scooting or cycling to the school. The process also 
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includes an audit of the road safety and sustainable travel activities that the school 
undertake. Within Reigate and Banstead, so far assessments have been undertaken for the 
following schools:

 Woodmansterne Primary School (this resulted in footway improvements being installed).
 Salfords Primary School (this has resulted in funding being allocated to improve a 

crossing location and to improve parking controls.
 Furzefield Primary School.
 St. Anne’s Catholic Primary School.
 Horley Infants School
 Reigate Parish Church of England Primary School. 
 St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School
 St. Bede’s Secondary School
 Tadworth Primary School
 Walton-on-the-Hill Primary School
 Warren Mead Infant and Junior School

Where the resulting reports provide recommendations for highway improvements, then 
funding will be sought from the local committee, from developer contributions, or through 
bids to the Borough Council Community Infrastructure Levy fund. 

Providing the infrastructure for active travel solutions

Surrey County Council has a Cycling Strategy in place, which can be found at the following 
location on Surrey County Council’s website;

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/29979/Surrey-Cycling-Strategy.pdf

The strategy sets out that cycling infrastructure will be improved by securing funding to 
develop high quality, joined up cycle routes, taking account of international best practice, 
utilising off road and quiet streets, and separating cyclists from motorised traffic on busy 
roads where feasible. Surrey County Council will focus its efforts on routes that connect 
where people live with where they work, shop and go to school and with rail and bus stations 
for longer journeys.

In recent years, Surrey County Council has constructed extensive cycling infrastructure 
along main routes within Reigate & Banstead, including along the A23 and within Redhill 
town centre.

Additional information regarding planning future infrastructure (subject to funding being 
available) can be found within Reigate & Banstead Borough Council’s Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan. 

The new sustainable and active travel schemes that we have carried out, and those that we 
are planning, are an important aspect of managing the highway network, improving health by 
promoting cycling and walking wherever possible, and improving the environment.

Surrey County Council is investing significant additional funds into improvements on the 
highway over the next few years, some of this additional funding will include infrastructure for 
active travel solutions. 

Encouraging and supporting the community to switch to less polluting travel options

Surrey County Council’s Vision for 2030 contains the ambition that’

"Residents live in clean, safe and green communities, where people and organisations 
embrace their environmental responsibilities"
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This ambition reflects Surrey residents' desire to preserve their county for future generations, 
and recognises that people and organisations are collectively responsible for ensuring 
Surrey is safe, free from pollution and has open, green spaces to enjoy in the future.

The UK government has committed to achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050, and on 
9 July 2019 the council followed suit by declaring a 'Climate Emergency' and committing to 
work with partners to agree Surrey's collective response, which will include a strategy for 
becoming carbon neutral as early as possible.

Surrey County Council is running three connected and complementary strands of work:

1. A cross-party task group of councillors will test what the 2030 Vision ambition means to 
Surrey residents, businesses and partners to draft a 'call for action'.

2. A review of the effectiveness of Surrey's approach to addressing environmental issues, 
ensure the right research and data are informing the approach and identify opportunities to 
introduce new initiatives.

3. A challenge will enable local residents, communities and businesses to be innovative in 
developing and implementing ideas that will tackle climate change and other environmental 
issues.

Further information and resources for ways that Surrey County Council are supporting and 
encouraging residents and their communities, to switch to more sustainable and less 
polluting travel options, such as cycling and sustainable driving can be found at the following 
location on Surrey Councils website;

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/sustainable-travel
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Questions from Members of Public

www.surreycc.gov.uk/reigateandbanstead

Annex 1: Road safety and sustainable travel services offered to schools in Surrey
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